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Tualatin Soil and Water 

Conservation District 

1080 SW Baseline, Suite B-2 

Hillsboro, OR 97123 

 

Our Mission  

In order to conserve, protect, and enhance the 

natural resources in the Tualatin Basin, the 

mission of the Tualatin Soil and Water 

Conservation District is to: 

Assess watershed conditions, identify 

resource concerns, and select strategies to 

help natural resources meet standards and 

all beneficial uses; 

Provide technical assistance to help 

private landowners install conservation 

practices to meet natural resource goals 

and their own objectives; 

Increase the publicôs knowledge of and 

involvement in natural resource issues and 

solutions; and 

Deliver conservation programs and 

services to individuals, groups, and other 

governments. 

Vision of the Tualatin  

River Watershed  

The vision toward which the District strives is to have 

a clean and healthy watershed that supports all  

beneficial uses for people, fish, and wildlife; a vibrant 

economy; and livable communities. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Contact Us 
503-648-3174 x 5 

judy.marsh@or.nacdnet.net 

www.swcd.net 

The Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District is an equal opportunity employer, providing services to the public 
without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and 

marital or family status. 
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Every year the Board expresses a big sigh of relief to end the 

fiscal year in the black.  But then we are brought back to real-

ity knowing much of the June 30 balance paid bills in July. 

 
Partnerships remain the key to conservation program success.  

For example, the ECREP and VEGBACC program described 

later meshes the efforts of two federal agencies, two state 

agencies, three local governments, one foundation, and many 

private landowners. The outcomes assist Clean Water Ser-

vices to meet regulatory demands in ways saving urban rate 

payers many millions of dollars, while helping rural landown-

ers meet Clean Water Act standards, and still helping the en-

vironment in multiple ways. The Agricultural Water Enhancement Program is a partnership of NRCS and the Dis-

trict currently helping almost 30 landowners make significant improvements to their natural resources management. 

 
Technical assistance continues to be the primary service the District provides to help landowners meet standards, 

improve their management practices, bolster their bottom lines, and improve the overall health of the watershed. 

 
Our new website has brought loads of compliments from viewers and other website managers. Outreach is an ongo-

ing priority of the District to reach Washington County residents with the ñgood newsò of district accomplishments, 

on-the-ground projects, identified resource concerns and solutions, and opportunities to inform and assist county 

residents. Newsletters, fairs, displays, workshops, tours, brochures, and fact sheets help us ñget the word outò. 

 
We are really excited about our long-range plan. It describes the District, seven natural resource concerns, two com-

munity-wide concerns, goals, strategies, and actions. We have a quality road map to the future.  

 

Thanks to you generous volunteers who expand our capacity. 

 
Conservation is good business and brings economic and ecological benefits.  Regrettably, the District lacks the 

funding to invest in putting sufficient conservation on the ground that would address desirable economic, ecologi-

cal, and community values. I hope all county residents understand and support what the District can do for them, for 

us.  

Message from the Chair  

 

Zone Map of the 

Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation 

District Directors  
 

 

Jerry Ward - Zone 1 

Eldon Jossi - Zone 2 

Thomas Dierickx - Zone 3 

John McDonald - Zone 4 

Matt Pihl - Zone 5 

George Marsh - At-Large 

Judy Olsen - At-Large 

 
 

 

Map represents Washington County 
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   2010 - 2011 Financial Report  
         

Beginning Cash on Hand as of July 1, 2010    $163,779   

         

Revenues         

  Clean Water Services    415,493  

  US Department of Agriculture - Farm Service Agency 33,358 
1 

 
 Oregon Department of Agriculture   69,460  

  Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board  41,865 
1 

 
 Natural Resources Conservation Service  200,086  

  Other Sources    77,465  

        
 

Total Revenues       837,727   

        
 

Expenditures       
 

 Expenditures During Fiscal Year     
 

  Landowner Incentives and Cost Share  486,055  

  Personnel and Recruitment Costs   155,895 
1 

 
 Cost Share/Matching Pass-Through  56,954 

1 

 
 Legal, Accounting and Insurance   20,685  

  Community Education/Other Program Costs  9,865  

  General Operating Costs   11,692  

         

 Subtotal, Expenditures During Fiscal Year   741,146  

         

 Payment of June 20, 2010 Payroll Tax Liabilities in July 2010  3,515  

 Less June 30, 2011 Payroll Taxes Not Paid Until July 2011  (4,748)  

 Plus Reduction in Funded Reserve for Paid Leaves as of June 30, 2010 0  

         

Total Expenditures      739,913   

         

Ending Cash on Hand as of June 30, 2011    $261,593   

         

1Federal and state matching funds for the Enhanced CREP program are provided through the US Department of Agriculture Farm     

Service Agency and the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board. Initial program costs are funded by Clean Water Services. The District 

provides a "pass-through" by reporting the federal and state matching as revenues, then reports the payments to Clean Water Services as 

expenditures. The District does not receive any administration fee. The difference between these revenue and expenditure items is 

amounts paid to Clean Water Services after June 30, 2011.  
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Conservation Plan 
Develop Voluntary Water Quality Farm Plans to help landowners achieve objectives as land and water users and 

to help them meet the water quality requirements of the Tualatin River Subbasin Agricultural Water Quality  

Management Area Plan. 

 

Technical Assistance 
Provide technical assistance to landowners and operators to address resource concerns; comply with state and fed-

eral regulations; implement conservation practices that protect soil, water, wetlands and wildlife habitat; and  

acquire financial assistance to put conservation projects on the ground. 

 

Restoration Programs 
Administer the Districtôs Restoration Programs, which offer technical and financial assistance for farm or rural 

landowners to establish riparian buffers and meet water quality regulations. 

 

Conservation Education 
Provide conservation education to landowners and the general public about natural resource concerns and District 

services and program. 

 

Partnerships 
Partnerships are extremely important to the Districtôs success in offering expert technical assistance, high-quality 

education programs, and increasing public information to address natural resource concerns in the Tualatin River 

Watershed. More can be accomplished by pooling resources. 

 

Small Acreage Program 
Target outreach toward small acreage landowners, including those landowners with livestock.  Provide  

information and resources to these landowners to address resource concerns. 

 

District Operations 
Operate the District to be effective, economical, efficient, and responsive to legal requirements, funders, and  

public needs. 

2011-2012 Tualatin SWCD Annual Work Plan Summary  
By Autumn Bryant 

 

Bobby Cochran, Executive Director of the Willamette Partnership, received the Max M. Reeher Award. 
 

Early pioneers had no maps, signposts, or paved roads to make their journeys west.  If they were lucky, they 

had a guide who knew the country and, most importantly, knew where the dangers were and how to avoid 

them. When the Tualatin SWCD negotiated with Clean Water Services, the Farm Service Agency, and other 

partners to develop the ECREP program, Bobby Cochran was our 

trail guide. 

 
We were pioneers blazing new trails with our ecosystem services 

market project (credit trading). Such projects had been talked about, 

but no actual on-the-ground project had been built anywhere in the 

U.S. 

 
The issues were complex and, if handled incorrectly, could have 

substantial negative consequences to the partners. On many occasions 

the planning committee consulted with Mr. Cochran (a Clean Water 

Services employee at the time) for advice on which path to take to our destination.  

 
For his exemplary guidance to the district and the other partners in the ECREP Program for the last seven 

years, we are honored to award Mr. Cochran the Max M. Reeher award for his outstanding contribution to the 

work of the district and conservation in Washington County. 

Max M. Reeher Award  
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John McDonald presented both Certificates of Appreciation and Special Thanks at the Districtôs Conservation 

Tour and Barbeque on July 23, 2011. Certificates of Appreciation were given to Brenda Allison, Dick Kover, 

Anthony Mills, Hillsboro Envirothon Team, Leo Preston, Meta Loftsgaarden, and Denis Meeves. Certificates 

of Special Thanks were given to Elizabeth Ruther, Elaine Stewart, Curt Zonick, Fritz Paulus, Rich Hunter, 

Anil Devnani, Nicole Anderson, and Bob App. 

Special Awards 

2011 Cooperator of the Year Award  
The District honors Loren Behrman from Behrman Farms, Inc. for his 

leadership in the agriculture community for soil and water steward-

ship. Wes and Russ Behrman formed Behrman Farms, Inc. in 1996, 

with Loren Behrman becoming an integral part of the organization in 

1999. 

 
Behrman Farms has a conservation goal to leave an overall smaller 

footprint on the environment by incorporating a no-till program, add-

ing filter strips, managing storm water runoff, and integrating a nutri-

ent and pest management plan.  Behrman Farms recently introduced 

new technological tools to manage and reduce chemicals and fertilizers while helping increase the accuracy of 

their applications.     

 
Over the last several years, the Behrmanôs have enrolled in the Environmental Quality Incentives Program to 

reduce erosion, manage nutrients and pests, and plant vegetative buffers.  Recently, Behrmanôs planted an area 

along the Tualatin River with native trees, shrubs, and grasses to shade the stream, improve wildlife habitat, 

and reduce the risk of streambank erosion.   



Riparian Restoration  
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The Enhanced Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (ECREP) is the first temperature trading pro-

gram in the United States. Born out of a local partnership among the Tualatin Soil and Water  

Conservation District, Clean Water  

Services, Farm Service Agency, the  
Natural Resources Conservation Service, The 

Freshwater Trust, and the Oregon  
Watershed Enhancement Board, this innovative 

program is offered to rural landowners with 

stream frontage in the Tualatin  Basin. The pro-

gram establishes native trees and shrubs along 

the Tualatin River and its tributaries to provide 

shade and maintain cool water temperatures. 

Landowners receive an annual payment for en-

rolling in the program. Clean Water Services, 

the local water resources management agency, 

obtains shade credit to meet water quality stan-

dards.  

 
The impetus for this program was Clean Water Services needed to meet water quality standards set by DEQ 

under the Clean Water Act.  The water this utility was releasing from its waste water treatment plants was 

too warm to support trout and salmon.  The traditional solution 

for most water treatment plants is to build multi-million dollar 

refrigeration systems to cool effluent water before it is re-

leased back into the river.  In Washington County, the Tualatin 

Soil and Water Conservation District helped find a better, less-

costly local solution: one that both saved ratepayers money 

and improved the health of the Tualatin River Watershed. In 

2004, the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality ac-

cepted this ecosystem-based solution and granted Clean Water 

Services the first-ever National Pollutant Discharge Elimina-

tion System (NPDES) permit using natural infrastructure rather than an engineered solution. 

 
The savings to Clean Water Services rate payers is over $100 million; the cost to build a refrigeration system 

would have cost between $60-80 million and another $50 million in operation costs over the next 20 years.  

The ecological values of riparian buffers are numerous: 

Maintain cool water temperatures by shading streams 

Provide vital wildlife habitat, protect stream banks from erosion 

Filter pollutants from urban and agriculture runoff  

Absorb carbon dioxide from the atmosphere   
 

A recent study commissioned by Clean Water Services and conducted by Ecotrust reports that over the next 

100 years, the trees and shrubs planted by the Tualatin SWCD will absorb 100,000 metric tons of carbon 

dioxide from the atmosphere.  This is equivalent to removing the pollution caused by 11 million gallons of 

gasoline or 8,000 car trips around the earthôs equator.   

Clean Water Services 
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The District assisted two horse owners in 2010-11 to install manure storage 

facilities with funding from the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Boardôs Small 

Grants Program. The manure storage facilities decrease manure runoff, 

preventing excess nutrients and bacteria from entering the watershed. The  
three-bin system will help the landowner compost the manure to be used as 

fertilizer.   

 

 
In March 2011, the District assisted a landowner to plant five acres of native 

trees and shrubs along Gordon Creek. A total of 7,150 plants were installed. A 

picture of a newly-planted Oregon grape is pictured to the right. This project 

will improve water quality in Gordon Creek by providing shade and filtering 

runoff before it enters the creek.  

OWEB Small Grants 

Partnering to Control Weeds  
The District received $49,927 from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundationôs Pull-

ing Together Initiative to control garlic mustard and Japanese knotweed within the 

Gales and Dairy Creek Watersheds. Partnering with Clean Water Services, approxi-

mately 30 acres of garlic mustard and 20 acres of Japanese knotweed were surveyed 

and treated. The District collaborated with partners to host the first Tualatin Basin 

Weed Watchers Workshop, focusing on Early Detection and Rapid Response (EDRR). 

Prior to the workshop, 500 EDRR booklets (right) were printed to help landowners and 

contractors identify important weeds and learn how to report infestations.  

Agricultural Water Enhancement Program  
In 2010, the District received $364,728 from USDA through the Agricultural Water Enhancement Program 

(AWEP) to complete water quality improvement projects in the Upper Tualatin River Watershed. Program 

funds were used to help agriculture producers improve stream flow by 

implementing more efficient irrigation systems.  Water quality efforts 

focus on decreasing phosphorus runoff into streams and planting trees 

to provide shade and regulate water temperature. Twelve projects 

were funded in 2010.  

 

In 2011, the District received $224,819 to fund an additional seven 

projects in the target area. 

 

AWEP is administered by USDAôs Natural Resources Conservation 

Service, which enters into agreements with conservation partners to 

help landowners plan and implement conservation practices in fo-

cused project areas. It is a voluntary conservation initiative that pro-

vides financial and technical assistance to farmers and ranchers through local partnership efforts to improve 

water conditions on their land.    

 

The Upper Tualatin River Watershed target area was chosen by a group of five local partners, each with in-

terest to improve water quality in Gales Creek and the Upper Tualatin River for both drinking water and 

steelhead habitat. The project was selected nationally using a competitive process. 

Cover crop planted between nursery rows to 

prevent erosion and protect water quality. 


